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The Word of God
This Week

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14
Colossians 3:12-21
Matthew 2:13-5, 19-23

MONDAY™
John 20:1a, 2-8
“... he saw and believed.”

TUESDAY™***
Matthew 2:13-18

“...itis proper for us in this way
to fulfill all righteousness . .."

WEDNESDAY

Luke 2:22-35
“This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many . ..”

THURSDAY

Luke 2:36-40
“...and the favor of God
was upon him.”

FRIDAY

John 1:1-18
“And the Word became flesh
and lived among us . ..”

SATURDAY****
Luke 2:16-21
“...and he was called Jesus . ..”

Refugees in Egypt

The story of the Holy Family’s escape of Herod's rule. Joseph made difficult
to Egypt is told only by Matthew who decisions to protect his family, and
was intent on establishing Jesus’ Mary endured hardships not only at
Jewish roots. The Gospel of Matthew the moment of her son’s birth, but also
often connects the life of Jesus during the early years of his life.
with the Hebrew Scriptures, At the time of Jesus’
portraying Jesus as the birth, Egypt was a place
new Moses and showing of refuge for those
how he fulfilled the Old fleeing from danger
Testament prophecies. in Palestine. It was

In this Gospel story, outside the dominion
an angel appears to of King Herod, but both
Joseph in a dream, just Egypt and Palestine
as one had appeared to were part of the Roman
announce the birth of Jesus. e Empire, so travel between
Joseph is faithful and willing to them was easy and relatively
sacrifice his own desires for the safety safe. And when Herod died, and the
of his wife and son. And so he takes time came for the Holy Family to leave
them to Egypt. Egypt, symbolically, it was like the

The readings chosen for the feast Exodus experience of Israel.
of the Holy Family assure us that Families today can see that the
like families today, Jesus’ family also Holy Family did not enjoy any special
dealt with troubles. Like other Jewish privileges and that, like us, dealing with
families of their time, Mary, Joseph, and  hardships and changes was part of
Jesus were victims of the harshness their reality.

: . 4R Questions
The Faith : of the Week

of the Church

Jesus, the Word of God, became flesh
in a poor family and was born in a . 9 ) ' >
humble stable. Soon after his birth, the : time of celebration with angels singing
family fled into Egypt as refugees. Mary a_”d shepherfjls keepmg Wa'_‘Ch in the
and Joseph shared in the condition of ~ : fields. Today's reading reminds us of the
many families today; they lived a simple hardships the holy family experienced.
life, and together they raised their son  : Adults
in the traditions of their religion. Jesus . Do | treat refugees and exiles today the same
grew up obedient to his parents like any : way ! would treat the Holy Family? How?
other Jewish child (Cf. Catechism of the . Children
Catholic Church 525, 530, 531). . Have | ever been in a strange place where

. 1 did not feel at home? What happened?

Often, we tend to spiritualize the birth
and early years in the life of Jesus as a

*Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph

**Feast of Saint John
***Feast of The Holy Innocents
****The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’'s Gospel reading as a family.




Responding to God’s Word . . .

Most Catholics look at the Holy Family country in order to escape Herod's Use one of these suggestions or
as unique and gifted by God with persecution and the dangerous one ,ofyour own to respond to
. . . . L , God'’s Word this week.

special blessings. Some even think conditions of life in Palestine.
that Mary had it easy during those Egypt served as a place of shelter, In the home. Discuss among
early years because Jesus, being the for awhile, but not to abide in. fam“Y member; yolu; h

. , , ) experiences and relationships
Son of God, could help her with her Eventually, the family settled in Galilee P : : P

with any immigrants.
chores in almost "magical” ways. in a small town called Nazareth.
Nothing is further from the truth. Nazareth was held in low esteem;
The Incarnation, the mystery of the even the Jews questioned whether . . .

s recent arrival. See if there is any
Word made flesh, means that in Jesus, anything good could come from it. way in which you can be of
God assumed our humanity fully, with But the Holy Family can be a model assistance.
éll the suffering and limitations that for us, not because they were special, In the community. Find out if
it brings. Mary and Joseph suffered but because they went through all the | {nere are any immigrant families
uncertainty and discomfort at the obstacles and adversities that many in your area that may need help.
time of the birth of their son. Soon families suffer today, yet they always Reach out to them.
after, they became exiles in a foreign remained faithful to God. - /

In the workplace or in school.
Reach out to a foreigner or

Proteet Our Families, O God! Profile in Faith

- . .
M e C&it Qti on .+" God our Father, -. Saint Barbara

t .* You created us as a famnily (ca. 0. 306)
OMGV\ K to be in relationship and . Barbara was the daughter

" communion with you and with one °, of a heathen who kept her
another. Protect our families from prisoner in a tower.
physical and verbal abuse; make us When she told her father she was
faithful and forgiving just as you a Christian, he denounced her
* are faithful and forgiving. Protect us from : and had her tortured
« the anger and violence of our society and beheaded. Although some

and help us to always reflect in our ~ ~ believe the story is only legend,
remind us that Christmas is not lives the same love that united the * Barbara continues to be

only the first day of Jesus’ life but ". Holy Family. Teach us respect and * a popular saint.
alSO the ﬁrSt day Of hIS lOﬂg, pall’]ful .'. apprec'latlon fo'r our dlﬂ:erences ,. Her feast day

TV film directors sometimes follow
a quiet scene with a noisy, violent
scene. The Church does this in
today's liturgy. It follows the quiet
birth of Jesus with the violent
stoning of Stephen. This helps to

journey to Calvary. It also reminds *. and make us one in you. -’ is December 4.
us that we too must be ready to )
suffer for our faith—as Jesus and ML OBSTAT

Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum

Stephen did. Carry this thought in your heart as a MERIMATUR

T Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas
. guide for your faith journey this week. e 0 s decatone ot the el e
e Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations that the material reviewe
For reﬂeCtlon o o o 1 d h 1 is free of doctrinal or moral error. No implication is contained therein that those
. . B esse are you when peop e granting the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur agree with the contents, opinions, or
The story of Stephen invites me to

statements eXpTESSEd
ask: How have I suffered for my faith revile you and persecute you Juthor Adele) Convaler
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